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value. Who can calculate the loss we have suffered as a result of
our giving up some of our age-old household implements without
sufficient knowledge about them? Just as it is absurd to say that
aU that is old is good, similarly, it is equally absurd to conclude
that, just because a thing is old, it is useless. No one is opposed
to machinery. Our opposition is to its misuse, or its excessive use.
I did not know at all tfrat there is a fifteen per cent duty on
machines which are operated by living beings and a five per cent
duty on those operated by mechanical power; perhaps, many_ of
the readers too may be ignorant of this fact. 'However, I am not
surprised to know about this discrimination for it was only when
I saw such discrimination being practised by the Government
in every sphere of its activity that the idea of non-co-operation
occurred to me.
[From Gujarati]
12-8-1928

200. LETTER TO MANUAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI
BARDOLI,
August 12, 1928
CHI. MANILAL AND SUSHILA,
I have your letters. I shall write no more about the dryness
of your letters.
This is the reply to Sushila's question about Sudama. We
know nothing about whether or not he was a historical character.
I do not remember what the Bkagavata says about Sudama.
We have what Narasinh Mehta and Premanand have written
about him. The stories told by both of them are imaginary. The
pictures drawn by the two poets are their own inventions. We
cannot, therefore, take every word in the narrative seriously and
pronounce judgement on any aspect of the story. To me both the
husband and the wife seem beautifully drawn characters. The
poems were composed to illustrate the power of bhakti1. In composing
them, the poets have shown the wife as a worthy lady who
tries to safeguard the interests of her family and worries about it.
Sudama, who is under the spell of bhakti, lets his affairs manage
themselves. The wife wants to protect her children and so she
tries to wake up the detached Sudama. He hesitates, because a
1 Devotion to God